
ag iike5, tate  pollut  or rating  
IELENd --  The amount of 

toxic  cheir__...,roduced  by Mon-

tana  industries  in  1992 increased  to 

41.8  million  pounds.  mostly  because  

of  greater  stag  production  at an 

East  Helena lead  smelter,  a federal  

report  says.  

Released  Tuesday by the Envi-

ronmental  Protection  Agency, the  

annual  report  showed Montano 
ranked  2.1rd  among the states  io  
toxic  byproducts.  The year  before  

Montana  was 25th,  and 40.8 milli  

pounds  of toxic  chemicals  we 

released  in  the slate  
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said.  "The metals  are 

available  to the envirot  

lon't  leach  from the sla  

airborne  easily."  

Air  pollution  from  LI. _ 

decreased  04 percent  since  

the  company plans  to spend 

lion  over  over the next  three  years  to 

further  reduce  emissions,  Litle  said.  

The Stone Container  Corp. liner-

board  mill  neat iked  

second  with  oxic  

chemicals  released  i and 

water.  

The report  showei Aids  

of  chemicals  put nore 

than  twice  the d in  

1991.  

Larry  Weeks, let  !clot-

at  the Wit,  said  th ease 

was caused by mistakes  ula  L-

ing  omissions  before  195, ....tiler  

reports  to the EPA, Stone Container  

failed  to include  methanol  pollution  

from  a vent  that  has been operating  

since  the plant  opened in  1957, he 

said.  

"It  was an oversight,"  Weeks 

said.  "We were overlooking  a major  

source  of methanol."  

lie  said  pre-1992  reports  to the  

EPA will  have to be changed to re-

flect  the additional  source.  

A prominent  environmentalist  

criticized  the EPA survey  as inac-

curate  because it  does not include  

toxic  chemicals  released  by the  

mining  industry.  

Jim  Jensen,  executive  director  of 

the  Montana Environmental  Infor-

mation  Center,  said  mining  opera-

tions  do not have to participate  in  

the  annual  study  even though  their  

waste  rock  and tailings  ponds con-

tain  toxic  metals.  

lie  agreed  with  Late  that  the  

ASARCO slag  pile  poses no threat  

"as  long  as it  stays  where it  is."  
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